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PGCE Geography

The PGCE Geography course is recognised as one of the
strongest in the country. The course benefits from its supportive
partnerships with geography mentors in a variety of schools in
the West Midlands. It offers opportunities to learn in a range of
settings, including a week of residential fieldwork with children.

The course encourages you to combine the
theory and practice of geographical education,
whilst also developing your professional
understanding and competence as a
geography teacher.

Entry requirements

All applicants to the Secondary PGCE course
must hold a degree or equivalent qualification
in the area they wish to teach. In addition to
this you will be required to have a grade C in
GCSE mathematics and English, or equivalent.
DfES require us to check original certificates;
you therefore cannot start a PGCE course
unless you already hold these qualifications.

We will expect your first degree to consist of
at least 50% geography (either Physical or
Human, but preferably a balance of both).
Degrees in Environmental Science, Geology,
Geosciences, etc can be considered, but the
university must be certain that such degrees
contain at least 50% geography.

Course content

The course is 36 weeks long of which 24
weeks are spent on placement in a partnership
school. There are five phases: Preparation
(university and some school-based activities);
School Placement 1 (seven week placement in
school); Development (university and one week
in your second school); School Placement 2
(12 week block placement and some university
days); Completion (two further weeks in
second school and two weeks in university).

The PGCE Geography course is delivered
through seminars, lectures, group work,
practical school experience, ICT and field
studies. It places a clear emphasis on the
central role of the learner.
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The course provides the necessary skills to
organise geography lessons successfully and
deal with the daily challenges of teaching in a
comprehensive school. Time is spent on the
preparation of lessons, teaching strategies,
use of equipment and classroom management.
The appropriate use of ICT in geography
education is stressed.

You will learn about the role of geography
education in the secondary school curriculum.
Principles of evaluation, assessment, record
keeping and reporting in geography education
will be investigated. The programme also
includes a residential geography fieldcourse
with children, undertaken in the summer

term in either Shropshire or the Lake District.
You will be expected to take a reflective and
active stance towards your own development.

Assessment

All students have to complete six modules,
five of which require a written assignment.

In addition all students complete two teaching
placements and have to pass the TDA
Standards for the Award of Qualified

Teacher Status (QTS).

Progression

As postgraduate programmes, PGCE courses
at this university are assessed at Masters level.
On successful completion of the PGCE course
you will be awarded 120 credits. For those
students who successfully complete their
induction year there is an opportunity to
transfer credits to the MEd course which

is awarded on completion of a 60 credit
dissertation. (Transfer is subject to a
satisfactory reference from your PGCE

tutor and induction tutor).

School of Education

Schools in the West Midlands have a

high regard for the quality of Birmingham
PGCE geography students and we have an
impressive record of gaining jobs at the end of
the course. Many of our ex-PGCE geography
students are now mentors and Heads of
Departments in our partnership schools.

When to apply

Applications, via the GTTR www.gttr.ac.uk
can be made from 1 October for the following
September start. There is one intake per
year. You can apply throughout the year,
although the course may become full well
before summer.

Learn more

Paul Weeden

Tel: 0121 414 4810

Email: p.weeden@bham.ac.uk
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www.education.bham.ac.uk

This leaflet was written several months in advance of the start of the
academic year. It is intended to provide prospective students with a
general picture of the programmes and courses offered by the School.
Please note that not all programmes or all courses are offered every

year. Also, because our research is constantly exploring new areas

and directions of study some courses may be dropped and new ones offered
in their place.
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